Ex-lawmaker recalled as old-school South Texas politician
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BROWNSVILLE — When word spread of former state RBpnald Eugene Lesdisappearance Thursday
from the Harlingen assisted-living facility he hathed just days before, community members cameénout
droves, combing acres of untamed brush with the ofthis last cellphone signal in hopes of findimig.

In the end, it was his son, Clayton Lee, who ondayrfound his body in a thicket about three-quartéra
mile from the facility.

The cause of the death remained under investigatiariingen police Sgt. John Parrishid there were no
clear signs of trauma.

Clayton Lee remembered his father, 78, as onenebaly extinct type of old-school Texan, a straight
shooter who carried through life the resiliencéhaf Great Depression and went to Austin determioed
get state attention to the needs of the Rio Grafadiey.

“I just don't think they make them like that anymgdrthe younger Lee remembered Monday. “If Don Lee
or any of the guys | know like that told you thegre going to do something, you could put it in laak
because it was done. You didn't have to follow up.”

Born in the oil patch town of Snyder, Donald Leggrated as a young boy to Corpus Christi
and Raymondbville.

Lee as an adult worked for an insurance agencyaedbought the business.

The Democrat served three terms in the Legislasiagting in 1981. “He was a small-business owmnerr a
he was one of those guys who felt the Rio Grandieyaever really got the funding and the serviaed
the consideration that other parts of the statg @dayton Lee said. “All of his constituent workas
toward helping people ... He'd talk to somebody wauld call at 2 o'clock in the morning.”
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Read more: http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/article/Ex-lawmatexalled-as-old-school-South-Texas-
3818880.phpt#ixzz24wUN8Lqd



